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Searching Biocean data through OBIS 
 
 

1. Log in 
 
Log in at the following address: http://www.iobis.org 
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2. Select Biocean data exclusively 
 
Clik on the “Advanced search” button 
 
In order to select only Biocean data, click in front of the database name: 
“Ifremer BIOCEAN database” 
If you wish to make a selection among all, do not click on any Data source. 
If you wish to make a selection among two Data sources, click on the two. 
 

 
… 

 
 
You can then decide to retrieve all the data and click on the “Advanced Search” button. 
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3. Make a selection through OBIS  
 
Ilf you wish to extract information on  

 only one species, or  
 corresponding to a particular period of time, or depth or geographic region,  

you can use the OBIS user interface to restrict the data file. 
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4. Show off the data 
 
The result is as shown here after: 
 

 
 
You can then open the result file with all the data by clicking on   .TXT or .HTML. 
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5. Get the data 
 
You can also decide to save the file on your computer, by clicking on  “.TXT” with the right button, 
and choosing “Enregistrer la cible du lien sous…”. 
The txt file is about 13 Mo. 
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6. Work with the data in Excel 
 
Open the file in Excel and choose the character “|” to separate the columns. 
 

 
 

7. Select the data you wish to work with in Excel 
 
Apply filters in Excel : Data / filters / automatic filters 
In the column “Citation” you find the name of the cruise, the name of the institute and the chief 
scientist. 
If you wish to keep only one cruise, “Walda” for example, choose WALDA – CNEXO – PAUTOT 
Guy. 
 

 
 
The Excel sheet shows now exclusively data from WALDA cruise. 
You can apply restrictions on other columns if you wish to. 


