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MAS3-CT98-0174 & ERBIC20-CT98-0103

MEDAR/MEDATLAS 
News June 2000 

Dear colleagues,

I have the pleasure to announce several good news:

1) We just received information from the EC that the next payment has been ordered. We expect to receive it soon and will dispatch immediately after reception the money to all. 

2) The revised version of the protocol manual can be downloaded from the co-ordination web site (www.ifremer.fr/medar), by clicking the documentation page. The tables of control values have not been reported in the document to avoid too many pages and updating problems. These values can be access from the web, dynamically related to the database.
This version will still get some revision after the next Steering Committee.

3) The averaged MEDATLAS climatology is available on line, by clicking in the Quality Assurance Task II page of the web (password necessary). The estimation of the standard deviations has taken some time and is explained in the protocol.

4) EC has proposed to cluster MEDAR with other Mediterranean projects CYCLOPS, MEDNET and possible other new projects. This offer will be discussed at the next Steering Committee. The MEDAR and MEDNET co-ordinators have been invited to the CYCLOPS meeting (21-23 May, Haifa) where it appeared that :

· the time schedule of both projects makes difficult the data exchange (CYCLOPS started about one year after MEDAR)

· the MEDAR protocol is useful for the data management of CYCLOPS

· CYCLOPS has an important task related to the study of the Redfield ratio; these results will be useful for the QC of the nutrients

5) The additional contract for data dissemination is closed to the final version. We try to stick to the IOC and WMO recommendations and the corrections proposed to all. We try also to get something simple to be manageable. We hope that this version will be accepted with only minor modifications by the Steering Committee, unless the project will have serious problems.

1. The next Steering Committee will take place next week June 29-30, 2000 in the Albena Conference Centre, Varna following the kind invitation of Georgi Kortchev and our Bulgarian colleagues. The report of this meeting will be the subject of the next news.

6) The next plenary workshop will be in December in Cyprus, thanks to the kind invitation of George Zodiatis. 

Best wishes to all, as this is a very intensive phase of work, especially for the national data management and QC.

With best regards,

Catherine
